(Read and approved by PAH 7/3/06)

RE: Youth Parliament Meeting on Recycling
Aim: To organize and run an event on behalf of KES designed to stimulate discussion and awareness of ‘green issues’ and particularly recycling, both on a global and local level.
Background:

· Action already taken has shown that KES is willing to take the initiative and spend time and resources on reducing its environmental impact.

· Student involvement including the recent assembly, questionnaire and initiatives on recycling show that both pupils and staff are engaged with, and aware of, these issues, and possess a willingness to act.
· Difficulties faced when working with the city council demonstrate obstacles faced by private institutions in the city who wish to recycle.

· Resolution of such issues and discussions with relevant groups display our willingness to work with other community groups towards solutions.
Despite the confusion with the Southampton City Youth Parliament over the arrangement of a meeting to discuss the above considerations, this presents an opportunity for us to drive home the message of our commitment to recycling and to steps we intend to take in the future to reduce the school’s environmental impact:
· A chance for us to create links with community groups beyond KES such as Southampton Youth Parliament, 

· Allows us to take the initiative in bringing such groups together to discuss issues relevant on a local, as well as global level. 
· Potentially high-profile opportunity to illustrate clearly our school’s links to the local community and willingness to take a lead on key matters of concern such as these.
SCYP have expressed a willingness to participate and assist in arranging a meeting at which concerns and ideas relating to recycling and conservation at KES and in our locality, as well as environmental issues on a wider level, can be discussed.   
Suggestion:
To take advantage of the opportunity this presents, we propose that such a meeting be expanded to act as a ‘forum’ on environmental issues within our locality. 
· Other key stakeholders and community groups could be invited to participate, speak and answer questions, such as councillors, MPs and experts in the fields of conservation and climate change, as well as members of staff, parents and students at KES. 

· Could be held at the school or at another suitable venue within the city, although for us to enjoy the full benefit, it would be preferable to act as hosts. 
· Would provide an ideal opportunity to attract interest in the school and its activities via the media and other outlets.
· Time and date to be discussed depending on venue and availability of attendees, particularly SCYP, although within the current half term would be favourable in order to maintain current momentum.  



